
 

Village Council 
January 18, 2022 
Regular Meeting 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Village President Torgerson at the Village Hall, 1010 
Clubhouse Drive. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Members Present: Davis, Laraway, Peavey, & Torgerson 
Members Excused: Cueny, Kiel, & Shannon 

Agenda Approval:  
The meeting agenda was accepted without objection or amendment. 

Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Laraway, seconded by Davis, to approve the Consent Agenda. ROLL 
CALL VOTE: YEAS: Davis, Laraway, Peavey, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 4-
0-0. 

Reports & Presentations: 

1. Village President:  
Torgerson thanked Laraway for serving on the Planning Commission as the Council’s 
representative. He also highlighted the training opportunities for planning, zoning, and 
asset management available to the Council.  

Torgerson then nominated the Planning Commission’s recommended Zoning Board of 
Appeals member, John Dauffenbach, to serve on the Zoning Board of Appeals for the 
2022 calendar year or until a successor is seated. The Council had no objections to the 
appointment. 

2. Village Manager:  
Wolff reported on several items from the written report included in the packet. He 
highlighted the training opportunities that Torgerson discussed. Wolff noted that three 
people from the organization have signed up for various zoning training offerings.  

Wolff reported that the Village has applied for a Scrap Tire Grant from EGLE to host a 
community clean-up day this spring. 

He also reported on the Duquesa Road situation; he stated that the Village’s attorney 
has not been able to find any supporting case law that would allow the Council to move 
forward with an eminent domain case. It was reported that the attorney would prepare 
a memo that discusses “Highway By User” as a possible option again. 

Finally, he discussed a program through MDDHS to offer assistance to low-income 
households in paying water/sewer bills. 

3. LIPOA Report: None 

Public Hearings: None 
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Public Comments:  

 Jeff Grey discussed the MTA meeting on January 19th, where the new County 
Administrator will be introduced to township members. He also discussed Sherman 
Township's letter regarding becoming a Charter Township if they meet the population 
requirements. He stated that there is no serious interest to seek to become a Charter 
Township even if they can based on population. 

Existing Business:  
1. Sabo PR Kick-off Meeting: 

The kick-off meeting with Sabo PR was discussed. Wolff asked for up to three Council 
members to join the meeting to help with crafting key messages for the November 
millage vote. Peavey and Laraway both offered to attend if able. Wolff stated he was 
planning to see if any of the three members out of town would like to join as it is a 
virtual meeting. 

2. Lake Bottom Restoration Plan Update: 
Wolff discussed the meeting on January 4th with DNR Fisheries about the dredging 
project. He reported that the meeting was productive. It was suggested to have a 
sediment rating curve and sediment budget prepared as part of the future application 
for the dredging project. 

It was asked what having a sediment rating curve would cost. Wolff stated that he did 
not, as he has yet to find a source to perform the work. He stated that he might need to 
contact CMU or MSU about the task. He also stated he would connect with DNR to see if 
they could suggest a partner for this work. 

New Business: 
1. 2021 Planning & Zoning Annual Report: 

The Village Council received the 2021 Planning & Zoning Report without objection. 
There was a discussion regarding the difficulty of various building materials to be 
sourced. Wolff discussed issues that projects have encountered involving garage doors, 
windows, and siding. The Council was supportive of Wolff being flexible with residents 
on meeting design requirements based on material shortages. 

2. Streaming of Meetings: 
The Village Council discussed the streaming of meetings. Wolff reported to the Council 
the State of Michigan did not extend the ability for public bodies to meet virtually or 
have virtual participation from their members. However, the ability of the Village to 
stream meetings online as a transparency and educational service as part of operations 
remains available. 

Wolff discussed using the webinar feature with Zoom to broadcast meetings on 
YouTube, similar to communities that broadcast meetings on public access television. 

The Council discussed the topic. The YouTube views for Isabella County and Mt. Pleasant 
were reviewed, noting that most meetings have views less than 100.  
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Laraway stated that he feels this would be a good tool for the Village to communicate 
with residents who may have schedule issues that prevent them from attending a 7 PM 
meeting. 

Torgerson stated his concern about streaming, fearing it would allow people not to 
attend meetings when they have concerns. Another view was offered on the subject, 
noting that people may be more open to calling the office for additional information on 
materials from the meeting. 

The Council discussed the topic further and agreed to offer streaming of meetings for 
the rest of the year in light of ongoing issues with the pandemic and to see if it is a 
resource that the community will utilize. 

There was additional discussion regarding the time span of meetings to be made online. 
It was suggested to have the most recent meeting for each board available from the 
Village’s website. 

3. February Meeting Date Change: 
The February meeting date was moved from Tuesday the 15th to Wednesday the 16th. 

4. Administrative Expense Draft Policy Discussion: 
The Council reviewed the draft policy, making no changes, and approved its submission 
to legal counsel for review. 

5. Purchasing Policy/Ordinance Discussion: 
The Council reviewed suggested amendments to the Village’s purchasing policy. The 
discussion centered on creating different categories of purchases with different 
thresholds for the purchasing agent. There was also a discussion about having a pre-
approved process for certain bids that have time sensitivity. The Council approved the 
range and directed the number of bids to receive before the purchasing agent can 
complete the transaction without further Council approval. 

The Council discussed if adjusting the thresholds was needed based on transactions 
limits or to reflect inflation since the last update in 2011. 

The Council also discussed updating only the purchasing chapter or all the chapters in 
Article II of the codified ordinances. It was agreed to update the formatting on Article II 
and then review for any changes that may be desired. 

Public Comments: 

 Jeff Grey of Pequena Drive discussed the non-homestead renewal for Chippewa Hills on 
the May ballot. He supported the choice of the Council to begin streaming meetings as 
he hopes that will increase awareness in the community beyond the handful of 
members that attend meetings. He stated that more than just the most recent meeting 
should be available for people from the website.  

Laraway suggested that the previous three meetings be offered to allow people to stay 
informed on projects or issues that may span multiple meetings. Peavey voiced support 
for a short window of online meetings to encourage interested parties to follow along 
with Village business. 

 Dave McGrath of Queens Way also spoke in favor of streaming meetings. 
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Council Comments:  

Laraway asked if the meeting agenda could be changed in the future to have Grey’s updates 
from Sherman Township included as a regular item as opposed to him commenting during 
Public Comments. It was agreed to add this on future agendas under “Reports.” 

Torgerson reminded everyone that the following two meeting dates are on a Wednesday, 
not a Tuesday, with both being on the 16th of each month (February & March). 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, Torgerson adjourned the meeting at 8:23 PM. 

 
 
 
Approved:    February 16, 2022  
 
 

Carol Shannon     David K. Torgerson 
                                   
          Carol Shannon, Village Clerk             David K. Torgerson, Village President 


